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SUBJECT: ERICH KIESL TO BE CSU CANDIDATE FOR LORD MAYOR OF 
MUNICH 

1 . INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY. IN SEVEN HOUR MARATHON SESSION 
APRIL 30, MUNICH CSU NOMINATED ERICH KIESL, MDL, STATE 
SECRETARY IN BAVARIAN MINISTRY OF INTERIOR, AS ITS CANDIDATE 
FOR LORD MAYOR IN 1978. CSU NOMINEES FOR MUNICH CITY COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS, WHICH ARE ALSO TO BE HELD MARCH 5, 1978, WERE ALSO 
ELECTED. KIESL AND MUNICH CSU PRESENTED IMAGE OF UNITY AND 
PURPOSE WHICH CONTRASTS SHARPLY WITH PRESENT DISARRAY IN MUNICH 
SPD. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN MARKED CONTRAST TO THE BADLY FRACTURED MUNICH SPD. 

MUNICH CSU PRESENTED PUBLIC IMAGE OF UNITY AND PURPOSE 

IN ITS ELECTION CONVENTION APRIL 30. CSU LORD MAYOR CANDIDATE 
KIESL AND HIS ALLIES HAD OBVIOUSLY COMPILED A CAREFULLY 
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BALANCED SLATE OF CANDIDATES FOR MUNICH CITY COUNCIL BEFORE THE 
CONVENTION. THESE CANDIDATES WERE SELECTED AND RANK-ORDERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEIR VOTE-GETTING POWER RATHER THAN THEIR 
POPULARITY WITHIN THE CSU. NONE OF THE PRE-SELECTED CANDIDATES 
FAILED TO RECEIVE A MAJORITY AT CONVENTION, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL 
WERE AWARDED SIGNIFICANTLY FEWER VOTES THAN THEIR COLLEAGUES. 
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3. IN ACCEPTANCE SPEECH, KIESL ASKED HIS FELLOW PARTY MEMBERS 
TO MAKE CSU "THE LEADING POWER IN MUNICH'S CITY HALL." 

(COMMENT: KIESL CAREFULLY AVOIDED POSTULATING GOAL OF ABSOLUTE 
CSU MAJORITY IN CITY HALL. END COMMENT) 

PERHAPS MOST SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF GENERAL PROGRAM PUT FORWARD 
BY KIESL WAS HIS EMPHASIS ON EFFORTS AIMED AT REVERSING CITY'S 
GRADUALLY DECLINING POPULATION TREND. HE ADVOCATED DEVELOPMENT 
OF POLICIES WHICH WOULD PREVENT MIGRATION OF INDUSTRIAL ENTER- 
PRISES FROM MUNICH AS WELL AS MEASURES DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE 
NEW ENTERPRISES TO LOCATE HERE. HE ASSUMED THAT PEOPLES' 

NATURAL PREFERENCE FOR LIVING CLOSE TO THEIR PLACES OF WORK 
WOULD ASSURE REVERSAL OF PRESENT POPULATION TRENDS. 

4. KIESL DELIVERED SLASHING ATTACK ON MUNICH SPD, CENTER- 
PIECE OF WHICH WAS CONTENTION THAT SPD HERE WAS NO REPEAT 
NO LONGER THE "SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC" PARTY IT HAS BEEN IN PAST. 

TRUE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, HE ASSERTED, HAVE EITHER BEEN DRIVEN 

OUT OF PARTY OR HAVE THEMSELVES WITHDRAWN INTO "INTERNAL IMMIGRATION. 

TO BUTTRESS THIS CONTENTION, KIESL QUOTED RECENTLY PUBLISHED 
LETTER FROM LONG-TIME SPD MODERATE CITY COUNCILMAN PREISSINGER 
TO NEW SPD LAND CHAIRMAN ROTHEMUND, ALLEGING THAT MUNICH SPD 
CHAIRMAN AND LIKELY SPD CANDIDATE FOR LORD MAYOR MAX VON 
HECKEL IS "A PRISONER OF THE LEFT ULTRAS." 

5. KIESL ALSO TOOK SWIPE AT PARA IN MUNICH SPD’S DRAFT ELECTION 
PROGRAM ADVOCATING EXTENSION OF FRANCHISE TO ALL FOREIGNERS 
WHO HAVE LIVED MORE THAN FIVE YEARS IN FRG. HE CLAIMED THAT 
CITIZENSHIP AND RIGHT TO VOTE ARE CLOSELY INTERTWINED UNDER 
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FRG BASIC LAW AS WELL AS IN ALL OTHER DEMOCRACIES AND SHOULD 
REMAIN SO. 

6. MUNICH FDP FUNCTIONARIES WERE PORTRAYED BY KIESL AS SERVING, 

IN FINAL ANALYSIS, "THE ULTRA LEFT." HE CALLED ON THEM TO 
REDISCOVER THEIR LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 

7. COMMENT: SERIOUS OBSERVERS HERE AGREE THAT CSU COULD 
BECOME STRONGEST PARTY IN MUNICH CITY COUNCIL IN 1978. CONGEN 
DOES NOT REPEAT NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY OF CSU OBTAINING THIN 
MAJORITY (41 OR SO OF 80 SEATS) IN CITY COUNCIL. 

8. HAD HE BEEN NOMINATED FOR REELECTION, INCUMBENT MUNICH 
LORD MAYOR KRONAWITTER, WHO REPRESENTS MODERATE WING OF SPD. 

WOULD HAVE BEEN ODDS ON FAVORITE, IN CONGEN'S VIEW. GIVEN VON 
HECKEL'S IDENTIFICATION IN PUBLIC MIND WITH LEFT WING OF MUNICH 
SPD. CONGEN BELIEVES KIESL SHOULD BE REGARDED AS FRONT 
RUNNER AT THIS POINT. 

BETTS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY STRENGTH, ELECTION CANDIDATES, LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MUNICH01291 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 53-0601 
Format: TEL 
From: MUNICH 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977051 04/aaaadlzy. tel 

Line Count: 116 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fe3de287-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2331949 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ERICH KIESL TO BE CSU CANDIDATE FOR LORD MAYOR OF MUNICH 
TAGS: PINT, GE, (KEISL, ERICH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fe3de287-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



